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Remembering a Conversion

Acts 15:7-9 “Men and brethren, you know that a good
while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and be-

lieve. 2 So God, who knows the heart, acknowl-
edged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just
as He did to us, ° and made no distinction between
us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.

In Acts 15 Peter is recounting the conver-
sion of Cornelius and his household to a gathering
of Christian in Jerusalem and he gives them some
food for thought. The first thing he tells them is
that God decided that every person had access to
him through the gospel. He did this because God
knows the heart. God is not fooled by outward
signs of religion. He looks straight to our heart.
When He saw Cornelius’ heart as well as the
hearts of those around him He acknowledged them
by giving them the Holy Spirit. What a precious
and most valuable gift! God’s Spirit is with us
(Romans 8:11). He is here to comfort us(Acts
9:31), intercede for us(Romans 8:26), and give us
the guarantee that God will bring all of His chil-
dren home on day(Romans 8:23). Finally, it says
He purified their hearts by faith. Their hearts were
purified when they acquired a faith in Jesus Christ
that led them to do whatever He wanted in their
lives. That trusted in His grace and obey Him re-
sulting in their salvation. It is always a blessing to
reflect on conversion stories. I hope all of us will
ask our God in heaven to give us more opportuni-
ties to bring others to Him.

John

Our Actions Affect Others

Joshua 7:5 ... who killed about thirty-six of them. They
chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone
quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At this the

hearts of the people melted and became like water.

The victory was supposed to be easy. Spies had
been sent out to look at the city of Ai. Their assessment
was that only two to three thousand soldiers were needed
in order to defeat the few men of this city. This was actu-
ally an over abundance of power. Thinking the Lord was
on their side, the command was given to go complete the
task. The end result was that Israel lost the battle. They
did not expect to lose a single soldier but thirty-six men
died in that battle. Not only did these men die but the en-
tire nation lost their confidence. The hearts of the people
melted and they could not foresee the future. Why? The
sins of one man caused the Lord to abandon the soldiers.
They were simply fighting with human strength, power
and strategies. An act of disobedience - the theft of some
spoils of battle - led to an unnecessary defeat.

What an important lesson to learn. When Achan
stole the articles and buried them in his tent, he had no
idea of the consequences of his actions. Our actions may
very well affect the lives of others. Thirty-six men died
because of what he did. The entire Israelite community
was held in fear and questioned God. These were the price
of a single sin. Sin always is more costly than we realize.
Christians must strive to eliminate sin from their lives. Sin
always affects us personally and often the consequences
are far reaching. It is especially damaging when the
church is affected by our sins. May we strive to be all that
God wants us to be and be an influence for good. There
can be no consequences for sin if we don't sin.

Joe




KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:
OUR MEMBERS

Mike Andrews

Jerry Barber NHC Maury Reg. Transitional RM 1504
Alice Bolton

Ann Brady

Bernice Bratton

Joy Brown - Home

Fred Brown

Bill Carroll - 2502 Shangrila Trail
Mary Chumbley - Life Care, Rm. 104
John Churchwell

Dave Coleman

Athaleen Cox

Clyde Farris

Vera Daniels

Corrine Goetz

Tal Gray

Billy Ray Hardison

Clayton & Myrna Jett

Margaret Johnson

Maetta King - Poplar Estates 215
Danny Lasater - home

Linda Luna— home

Frances Petty - NHC Columbia, Rm. 111-A, 375-4887
Elaine Pope

Gene Porter

Jimmy Quirk

FRIENDS AND FAMILY

Tony Rummage - brother of Ray, Linda Hanback, friend
of the Mobley’s - cancer, Sherry Nicholson - sister-in-
law of Larry, Linda Collier - sister-in-law of Linda
Mabry, Alene Cox - sister of JoAnn Coleman, Stacey
Brown - niece of Cindy Hargrove double lung transplant,
Marie Skelton, Jean Posey - sister of Jean Sims, Natalie
Kuykendall - undergoing chemo, June Crigger, 108 Riv-
erside Dr., Eunice Oliver - Life Care, Rm. 217, Aaron
Way - great nephew of Barry Brown - 5934 Ash Hill
Rd., Spring Hill 27174, Claire Miller, Hannah Haywood,
Shawn Skelton - brother-in-law of Roberta Bolton,
Shannon Buchanan - friend of Abby Smith, Beatrice
Baker - NHC Walnut Ln., Rm. 104-B, Edith Sharp - sis-
ter of Betty Lentz, William Nicholson - brother of
Larry, Carson Vitrano 13 yr. old friend of the Barbers -
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Ctr., 3333 Bur-
nett Ave., Unit A5S, Rm. 5541, Cincinnati, OH 45229,
J.C. Gray - cousin of Kay Beard, Wray Wright, uncle of
Cheyenne McNeese - lung cancer, Cynthia Cheek Spicer
- sister of Myrna Jett, Shirley Sharp - lung cancer,
Glenda Collins - sister of John & Eldridge Mayberry -
Life Care, Rm. 141A, Clarence Weaver, Ann Graham,
Beverly Dawson, Jack & Daisy White, Mary Robb -
Poplar Estates, The Gardens, Rm. 8

Virginia Staggs - Poplar Estates, The Gardens, Rm. 6
Donald White
Elaine Whitehead
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WORSHIP LEADERS APRIL 23, 2017

SUNDAY 9:00 A.M SUNDAY 5:30 P.M.

Welcome.. .. e ....Dennis Thomason =~ Welcome/Song Leader...................oooviiiiieanin. Lenny Davis

Song Leader.......................................................Kevin Mick  Prayer... tteereeerree .. Chris Mobley

PraYCT...vicvieeieiieiecieeeeeteee ettt Richard Farris  Read: Acts 16 30 36 ...................................................... Trent Hill

Lord’s Supper: Presiding...........ccccoevvevverieerrenreennene. Charlie Willis ~ Sermon: Believe in The Lord Jesus...........................Joe Macer
Byran Farris Dustin Stutts Presiding. .. . weeevenen.Mike Lyle
Terry Burgess Bobby Daniels Announcements/Closrng Prayer ....David Thomas
Eric Hixson J.W. Gilliam
Mike Kinzer Tommy Hight

Read: Revelation 20:11-15......ccooirieiiiieireee Barry Cross

Sermon: The Day of Judgment............................Joe Macer

Announcements/Closing Prayer...................... Dennis Thomason

Ushers: Benny Bolton, Larry Nicholson, Brennon White
Greeters: Kevin & Kathleen Mick, Nathan Hixson
Visual: Lee Winchester, Jerry Thornton
Security Team: A.M.& P.M. - David Thomas, Larry Nicholson
If you are unable to keep your appointment to serve, please call Ray Rummage (446-0668) or Joe Williams (388-9183)
Or go to our website and follow the “Unable to Serve” link and submit the information.

NURSERY CARE WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2017 - 6:30 P.M.
AM. . Libby Moss, Jan Thomason — Song Leader ...........c.ceeuivieieviverieieeeeeieeceeeeieveseee e Sam Quirk
PMucii e Lisa Kelley  Prayer... ....Barry Cross

Armourlcements/ Speaker ............................................ Gary Boyd




